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SYSTEMIC PATHOLOGY. Edited by G. Payling Wright and W. St. Clair
Symmers. (Two volumes. Pp. XV+1675+CIII. Illus. 320s). London: Long-
mans, Green, 1966.
WE welcome this most important work edited by the late Professor Wright and by Professor
Symmers, especially since Professor Symmers is a distinguished graduate of this medical
school. Indeed, in the introduction Professor Symmers pays a gracious tribute to three men
well known to older members of the society who taught him the value of an interest in
pathology - the late Surgeon T. S. Kirk, of Belfast, Professor P. T. Crymble and his father,
Professor Symmers of Belfast.
The book has been in preparation for eight years and is largely the product of those
working at some time in the medical schools and special institutes of London University. It
presents a most comprehensive account of systemic pathology and is supported by 1,867
photographs, 62 diagrams, 42 tables and over 6,500 references. It has two excellent indices
covering subjects and authors cited. It is beautifully printed and the illustrations are almost
without exception of the highest quality and are a good blend of gross and microscopic
photographs and have been most carefully chosen to illustrate the subject. Paper and binding
make this a most pleasant book to use despite its size.
In a felicitous foreword the late Sir Roy Cameron - the doyen of British pathology -
welcomes this book as not just a work of fine scholarship, but the present day successor to
Aschoff's Pathologie Anatomie, the great book above all others to which generations of
pathologists and clinicians directly or indirectly owe so boundless a debt. As Sir Roy says
this book successfully combines a detailed account of structural pathology with the con-
sideration due to the experimental and functional aspects.
A book such as this must depend on the happy choice of contributors and on close editorial
supervision. There must inevitably be some criticism of the emphasis placed on some aspects.
Some sections, such as that on congenital anomalies of the heart and great vessels, attempt
to present too much information in the available space. In general the authors, and especially
the editors, attain a clear fluid prose and much detail is presented in a logical manner.
Indeed, in contrast to its American rival, which deals also with general pathology, the
greater length allows a clearer more readable style and a more logical development which
should appeal to the critical reader. The editors are to be congratulated on how well they
have co-ordinated their team and on the absence of overlapping and contradiction between
sections.
Many good medical students should read large parts of this book, and it would greatly
widen their outlook as well as supplying factual information. It should be readily available
to all undergraduate and postgraduate students for reference and, owing to its attractive
style and the valuable correlation of all data on disease, they will find themselves reading
on beyond what they originally intended. J.E.M.
GENETRICS IN MEDICINE. By Alwyn Smith, Ph.D., M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H.
(Pp. 71; figs. 8. 6s). Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1966.
THE author of this little paper-backed book states that it is an attempt to present an account
of the principles of human genetics from the viewpoint of the medical man interested more
in general problems of human health and human sickness than in the special problems of
occasional patients with rare anomalies. He expects that his readers will be mainly students
of public health and social medicine. He does succeed in showing something of the broader
significance of genetic studies.
The later chapters are good and it is unfortunate that so much of this short book must
be taken up with elementary considerations. With the emphasis on science to the exclusion
of general cultural subjects in the entrance requirements for medicine, and with the time
spent on pre-clinical subjects, one might really think that present day students might be
more adequately informed.
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